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September Pilgrims’ Progress Deadline:  

Saturday, August 15th 
 

Please e-mail submissions to 
parishasst@pilgrimlutheranri.org 

or place in her mailbox in the church 
office.  Many thanks. 

 

The Progress deadline is the 15th of every month. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 

 

Dear Friends of Christ: 

 

It seems that in our world today there are two 

major emphases among the family of 

Christians.  One of these is a tradition of 

Apocalyptic understanding, the other is a 

tradition that celebrates Sacraments.  Each of 

these comes with a different understanding of 

who God is and the role that Jesus plays in 

our salvation. 

 

Here’s how I see the difference: 

 

Apocalyptic Christianity is based on the 

understanding that the world is coming to an 

end, because that is the only way God can be 

with the human family, in a new world made 

perfect by morality and purity.  This 

understanding is not a new thing.  In every 

age throughout the Christian Church there 

has been a focus on the end of the world.  

And in every age people were wrong about 

this.   

 

Behind this is an understanding that the 

world is evil, completely opposed to God 

and, in fact, without God.  People have to do 

something to measure up to the demands 

which God makes, and certain kind of 

doctrines or personal beliefs must be 

adhered to in order to be in God’s good 

favor.  This God is one full of judgment and 

punishment.   

 

Jesus, in this system of belief, is like a second 

Moses: a teacher of morality, an example of 

what all his followers are to be.  Forgiveness 

is earned.  God’s grace is only a kick-start in 
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life with God.  Much of the rest of life and 

salvation is in our own hands as humans.   

 

It is a fearful system because everyone can 

find some way in which they have not 

measured up to God’s demands for 

perfection.  This form of Christianity gets the 

most publicity, and consequently many 

people avoid Christians and the church 

because of this fearful God.   

 

Sacramental Christianity is oriented toward 

the incarnation, the understanding that, in 

Jesus, God has come to be with the human 

family.  In the sacraments God comes to us 

and binds God’s very self to us in blessing.  

In the sacraments the future comes into the 

present: salvation, forgiveness, and life 

comes to us sinners.  This happens not 

because of who we are or what we have or 

have not done.  God comes because that is 

the nature of God.   

 

Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life 

because in Jesus we see the forgiveness and 

wholeness, the healing and peace that God 

wants for us now as the real presence of God 

in our lives.  God does this, not so we do not 

have to seek to live a new life; God does this 

so we can have a fresh start every Sunday, 

knowing that our past is over and forgiven 

and now we are free to serve our neighbors 

close to home and around the world.  This we 

call Grace.  

 

Christians are in the world, not to make 

judgments about others, but to be a sign of 

good news for this human family.  We are the 

ones the Holy Spirit calls and gathers to 

continue the ministry which Jesus began. 

 

A few weeks ago I told the kids that our 

Sunday gatherings are really like a party, 

more like a wedding reception celebrating 

new life than like a post-funeral collation.  

That is because the resurrected Jesus comes 

to us now, not just in the future as judge of the 

living and the dead.  On Sunday we get to 

know who Jesus is so when he does come at 

the end of time we will not find him to be a 

stranger to us.   

 

Come on Sunday.  Bring a friend.  Who does 

not need to hear good news of forgiveness, 

peace with God, and hope in this world?  

God knows we can’t make this happen by 

ourselves, so God has gathered together a 

community to walk with each of us.  And God 

in Jesus has promised to be with us to the end 

of the ages…and even beyond. 

 

In hope, 

 

 

 

Pastor Kohl  

 

PS.  Here’s a great quotation from Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer:  Being a Christian is less about 

cautiously avoiding sin than about 

courageously doing God’s will.   

 

  

 

Pastoral Acts 

 

     Weddings: 

David Lindstrom & Anila Radovani 

Rachel Naylor & Dylan O’Leary 

Carolyn Lyon & Audrey Kaiser 

     Funerals: 

Camille Manolakos 

Patricia Fisher 

Thurley Angell 

 

 

 
The Pilgrim Lutheran prayer chain is 

seeking new members.  It is a rewarding way 

to be of service to others.  There are no 

meetings, and praying is done on your 

schedule.  Please consider this ministry.  Call 

Joan Hamblin at 781-3752 or the church at 

739-2937, if you would like be part of this 

important ministry.   



 

 

Hospitalized or Needing a Pastoral Visit? 
 

Please have a family member call us at 

401-739-2937 to speak to Pastor Kohl, or to 

leave information with the office or on the 

church’s voicemail.  Be sure to leave your name, 

the name of the person who needs a visit, which 

hospital and room number if possible, and a 

contact telephone number. 
 

Sunday mornings are busy times here at Pilgrim, 

and it’s possible that verbal requests may not be 

remembered.  If you think of a need, please fill 

out one of the pew cards and place it in the 

offering plate, or leave a note for Pastor Kohl in 

his mailbox in the office. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School will take place on 

August 10-14!  Children entering 

Kindergarten through 6th grade are welcome! 

Registration is now open! Forms are available 

in the narthex or in the church office.  You 

may also call the office to register.  Please 

save the date!  If you can share your time, 

talent or teaching, there is a sign-up sheet in 

the hallway or contact Pam Himebaugh at 

935-3544 or pssh99@msn.com. 

 

 
Martin Luther Pilgrimage 

October 12-22, 2016  

 

Plans for the Journey to sites important in the 

life of Martin Luther are coming along.  In 

2017 Christians will celebrate the 500th 

anniversary of Luther’s posting the 95 Theses 

(points for a debate) about forgiveness.  We 

will go to these places in 2016 to avoid the 

crowds of the following year. (Although with  

Oktoberfest that month there will be plenty of 

excitement in Germany). 

 

The cost for the pilgrimage is $3,669 (double 

occupancy) or $4,169 (single room). This 

price includes airfare, hotels, entrance to all 

places of interest, 14 meals (9 breakfasts and 

5 dinners), transportation to and from  

airports, and all transportation in Germany.    

All the hotels are at least 4-star rated. 

 

A brochure will be available soon.  If you 

want more information now, please check 

with Pastor or Karin or contact Val Mellow at 

East Side Travel (401) 724-3111.  An evening 

of information and questions and answers will 

be held at Pilgrim Church on Sunday, 

October 18, 2015 at 5 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Leipzig, Thomaskirche. 

Bach was Cantor at St. Thomas Church) 

 

An invitation from Rabbi Perlman: 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 3, 

2015 for our first West Bay Community Jewish 

Center Kosher Deli Lunch and Learn to be held at 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1817 Warwick Ave, 

Warwick, RI Noon – 1:00 pm Cost = $8.00 per 

person.  This wonderful opportunity is open to the 

public and will be focusing on the “Jewish Bible” 

“Parshat Hashavua” (weekly Torah Portion).  The 

deli will be kosher and the study priceless.     

We will be moving our study around this year 

between Pilgrim Lutheran, St. Mark's Episcopal, St. 

Timothy's Catholic, Churches and our own WBCJC 

service home Tamarisk assisted living. Look for 

updates monthly.    

mailto:pssh99@msn.com


 

 

 

The Congregational Council has been 

notified that one of our long-time members, 
Nils Broms, generously included Pilgrim 

Lutheran Church as a beneficiary to his 

estate.  His will states that the gift may be 

used for the church’s general use and 

purposes.   

 

The Council has started to discuss how the 

church might invest and use this gift to 
further our ministries.  We are asking for 

your input and ideas during this important 

discussion.    Our plan is to gather 

suggestions during the next two months.  We 

will put a suggestion box in the narthex 

where you may submit your ideas, or you 

may send a letter to the council.  We would 

like all suggestions in writing.  

 

At the end of August, Council members will 

compile the ideas into a list.   All members of 

the congregation will be invited to a 

congregational meeting to be scheduled for 

early fall to discuss the suggestions and 

develop recommendations to the Council.  As 

elected representatives of the congregation, 

the Council will make the final 

recommendation regarding use of the gift, 

subject to approval of the congregation at a 

special Congregational meeting.   

 

We thank God for Nils’ generosity.  We hope 

that it will serve as a reminder for all of us to 

share our gifts for Christ’s ministry. 

 

                                        
Pilgrim’s Discretionary Fund 

While the requests for fuel assistance are not 

plentiful in the summer, other needs continue 

to come to our pastor from people within our 

congregation and beyond our congregation.  

Please consider making a donation to the 

discretionary fund, perhaps in memory of 

someone or to honor an event.  You can make 

your check payable to Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church, but be sure to mark it for the 

“Discretionary Fund.”  Many thanks! 

 

 
There are still many dates available for 

flower dedications.  Please sign up to support 

the Altar Guild.  There are flower envelopes 

in the narthex.  A $30 donation is suggested.  

Place the envelope, with dedication 

information and donation, in the Altar Guild 

mailbox.  Thank you. 

 

 

People of Faith United for Justice 

and Peace 

An interfaith group of people from Pilgrim 

Church, St. Timothy Church, St. Mark’s 

Church and the West Bay Community Jewish 

Center will gather for prayer and 

conversation about issues we face as a 

community on Wednesday, August 12, at 7 

PM at St. Mark’s Church on West Shore Road.  

As faith communities we want to bear witness 

to God’s desire for peace and justice and 

work toward an end to violence in our 

community.  Please come. 

 

 

 
 
Get out the yellow tee-shirts:  God’s Work, 

Our Hands Sunday is September 13.  If you 

have ideas of how we might serve the 

community, please contact Mary Brinson at 

(401) 467-6517 or mbrinson627@aol.com.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLmAttuq78YCFQSKDQod3PcGnA&url=https://www.littletongov.org/index.aspx?page%3D900&ei=T9yvVfmcJISUNtzvm-AJ&bvm=bv.98197061,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEPIrytxlPaCARQ2aN-odyULgnNxA&ust=1437674843012546
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This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here. We are the church that shares a 

living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person — questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's 

name for the life of the world.  
 

What does this mean? 
The quotation above comes from the web page of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  It 

tries to capture something of the spirit and personality of our denomination.   

If you ask people who know a little about Lutherans what their central emphasis is many would tell 

you Grace is what Lutherans are all about.  This Grace is not something we create; it is something 

we share which God first gives to us in Jesus.  That is why we keep reminding ourselves that this is 

Christ’s church, not ours. 

 

We share what we have found: a life set free by God’s compassion.  This quotation from Luther’s 

Treatise on the Bondage of the Will sums up our freedom. 

Since God has taken my salvation out of my hands and into his, making it depend on his choice and 

not mine, and has promised to save me, not by my own works or exertion but by his grace and 

mercy, I am assured and certain that he is faithful and will not lie to me and also that he is too great 

and powerful for any demons or adversities to be able to break him or snatch me from him. 

 

Once the anxiety of not being saved is removed our life becomes one of peace with God and 

willingness to share the gifts God has given to us.  This means that the doors of Christ’s church are 

open to all people, and, while we don’t have all the answers, we do welcome the questions others 

bring, including all the struggles of life.   

 

In other words, the church is not a collection of people who have made themselves holy, but 

rather a community of people who have found in the struggles of life that Christ is present with us 

and often through the community of his church. 

 

But when the anxiety of salvation is removed it also means that we are a community that will risk 

new things for the good of the creation.  The ministry of the church grows from this risk.  But it is 

precisely in the risking that we find our God is faithful and will not let go of us, even when we 

struggle.   

 

So for Pilgrim Church this has shaped our purpose statement:  
God’s purpose for Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to build our relationships with Jesus and to share our 

gifts with the community 

by 
Praying always – Serving with joy – Teaching – 

 Proclaiming the good news – Building community. 

 

Do you know anyone who needs to know they are not alone in this world?   

Invite to worship with you on Sunday. 

 


