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From Pastor Kotrl
Dear Friends,

Why do we give money to the church? lt's one
of those questions that often gets answered with
traditional responses:

. We give money to help pay the church's
bills.

o We give money because the church
does good things-teaching children,
listening to the struggles of people,
taking each person seriously, setting a
different way of living in the world, and
so on.

. We give money because God
expects/demands it of us.

The truth is there are probably many reasons we
give money to the church. But for us the basic
answer, the most radical, foundational reason
for giving money to the church is as a response
to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We
give money as a response to the good news, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

But have you thought about giving money as an
act of worship? ln the Old Testament, offerings
were burned, done away with. They were not
offered for some practical purpose, offerings
were given because giving is a good thing for us
to do. When we give money as an act of
worship, thanks and praise to God replace self-
interest and guilt in our lives. Our offerings
become a sign of our love and devotion to God
by giving away something we value-our
money.

Or have you thought about giving money to the
church as a way of sharing in God's mission in
the world? Through offerings shared God's
reign becomes more real. Here's what I mean:
the reign of God is about making disciples
(helping others to know the goodness of God),
taking up our cross and following Jesus
(sacrificing for others), forgiving (another act of
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giving up our need to be right to build a future
with others), worshipping God (see the
preceding paragraph), loving others (as those
who see each person as having great value),
and proclaiming the nearness of God (by
practically meeting the needs of people). The
offering on Sunday mornings is a sign that we
are a part of the kingdom of God.

Or how about this: have you thought of giving
money to the church as an act of resistance?
The world operates on a power and resource
basis. lf you have money you feel powerful, you
feel secure. (How many people thought if they
won Power Ball that they would have no worries
in the future? And let's be honest: we all fall
prey to that kind of thinking.) lt seems that our
culture's life and spirit are shaped by the power
of money, something Jesus calls Mammon.
Mammon seeks to enslave us, to cause us to
think that it can provide all we need. ln other
words, money can be an idol. Giving money
away is a way of resistance to this spirit of

. Mammon. Giving money to the church puts us
in control of our wealth, not wealth or power
controlling us.

God has been good to us, giving us more than
the human family has ever had or even thought
of having. We can be blessings with our money
or it can control us. We all decide that in how
we share what we have. Consider your life.
Would giving help you grow as a child of God,
as a citizen of the kingdom of God, as someone
set free in Christ?

Jesus reminds us'. Where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. (Luke 12:34) How we
live out this decision is ours on Sundays and
every day of our lives.

ln hope,

G'.r,^" Eu--
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Hey Kids, age 3 through Grade 6!
Be sure join us for a great year

learning about Jesus...we can't wait to
see you in Sunday School!

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms

Luca Daniel DiBiasio
Travis Wayne Grist
Aubree Lynn Petrarca
EIla Paige Petrarca
Gabriel Jesus Morales
Lilliana Marie Morales

Marriages

ffi 
Robert Hastings & Merritee Taytor

Funerals

Richard Dubois
James Fitch
Beatrice Harrop
Leon Harrison
Marjorie "Snooky" Holland
Evelyn tarrivee
Carl Larson



Fnov Pnston Hannrs

Dear Friends of Christ,

St. Paul wrote some pretty incredible things. Yes, he wrote some very obtuse things, but he wrote some
great things to us as well. Many times Paul's second letter to the Corinthians gets sort of forgotten in
the presence of the first letter. The first letter, of course, has the great discourse on love, which is heard
at so many weddings. I am thinking of the second letter, the fourth chapter, beginning at the seventh
verse.

"But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power
belongs to God and does not come from us." Treasure in clay jars. This sort of sums up all of
humanity, doesn't it? Perhaps not much to look at on the outside. Perhaps fragile, chipped, or easily
broken. We can say that is us. At least I can say that is me. Even if we, or l, wonder if the treasure is
there, certainly the clay jar analogy is apt. So then this extraordinary power does belong to God, and is
certainly not us. But Paulgoes on, as he often does.

"We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed." Even though we are afflicted, perplexed, persecuted,
and struck down, the good news is we are not crushed, not driven to despair, not forsaken, not
destroyed. Certainly being afflicted and perplexed is something I can identify with. But these things do
not have the final say in our lives. "For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus'
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh." This could almost be
depressing, but it is not.

"So death is at work in us, but life in you." One might ask the question, "So is it death at work in us, or
is it life?" And of course, the answer is yes...however, life wins. How do we know this? The Scripture
continues "...because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will bring us with you into his presence." Quite simply the answer is Jesus' death and resurrection.
St. Paul continues to drive it home with a few more words and talks of grace and faith and hope.

The truth is, we don't know what tomorrow brings. We do know this: God is for us. God is with us. And
these things are true forever. As a reminder of these things, Jesus has gathered a community around
his crucified and risen himself, the church. So we care for one another, encourage one another, bear
each other, prayfor one another. "...so we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day." We are renewed by water, word, bread, and
wine. We do the work of Jesus for each other and to each other. We know what the final tomorrow
brings. Life with God, even as we have that now.

It has been an honor, and my privilege, to work with you in the ministry that Christ has called us to. I

treasure the times that I was able to preach and preside for you. Thank you for letting me be involved
in confirmation and Sunday school, and other times of learning and fun. And of course, thank you for
the cookies. Know that the people of Pilgrim will always be in my thoughts and prayers.

ln the days ahead, I hope to be doing some thinking on things such as confirmation ministries, how
technology can be used for the sake of the gospel, and perhaps developing "an online presence". God
bless Pilgrim and her mission to the world.

Peace and blessings,

Foob,Ao,ra



Our Sunday School starts up again on September 8. The
schedule is a little different this year: we would like to meet
with students and teachers (and anyone else interested) in
the chapel at 9:15. We are doing this so that students can
get to spend some time with Pastor Kohl and that he gets to
know them better and helps in the teaching of the year's
topics.

On September B we will register the students, so families will
need to give us information that morning. You can also call
the church office at 401-739-2937 or e-mail Pastor Kohl at
pastor@pilgrimlutheranri.org to register your students. We
need kids' names, addresses, and phone numbers. Also,
letting us know about any special situations or learning
styles would be appreciated. All are welcome!

at
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Preparation for the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) is offered for all
students between 7th and 9th grades. This is a ministry Pilgrim Church does along with
St. Paul Church in Wanryick and Bethany Church in Cranston. Classes meet on
Tuesday evenings from 6:30 until 8:15. Ourfirst meeting is different. lt will take place
on Tuesday, September 24 and we will begin at 7:00 p.m. We would like all students
and a parenUguardian to be at the meeting. The program we have at Pilgrim Church
has expectations and involves the families of the students. We would like everybody to
understand how this series of classes works.

Over the three years of instruction we cover the Bible,
The Small Catechism of Martin Luther, and topics
or issues that impact on young people's lives. This
year our plans include addressing issues our adolescents
face. We want our students to know that as the followers
of Jesus our lives are shaped by his principles, not simply
what everyone else is doing.

Whenever there is a class for the evening (sometimes there
are fellowship or service events) we ask a family or a couple

of families together to provide a supper for the students.

Please call the church office at 401-739-2937 or e-mail Pastor Kohl
pastor@pilgrimlutheranri.org to let us know if someone in your family will be part
these classes.



ADULT EDUCATION

A part of our purpose statement is that we will build relationships with Jesus and share our giftsby teaching. Teaching the faith and sharing our faith is important for adults as well as ouryounger members. Pastor Kohl will begin_a eiole study on aiternate Monday evenings from7:00 to 8:00. They are scheduled for Mondays, septem#it;J'il'"no october 14(Golumbus Day). We will read the Letter to the 
-Galatians_together 

to explore the relationshipbetween the demands of God's law and the freedom of the GoJpel of chrisi.

Please come. we all have some things to share and some things to learn.

It's Blood Drive Time Againl
The Rhode rsrand Brood center wiil be at pirgrim on

Sunday, September 22from g:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

lf you or someone you know is able to give, please set this time aside on your
calendar. Should you have any queitions or need further information, oiwould like to help out w.ith organizing or publicizing the blood drive, pr""r"

contact Kristen Resendes at737-8g24. Thank you!

Vacation Bible Schoot 2013...a Huge guccesst
Pastor Rob introduced the dozen or so children to five very important Bible stories. Each storywas reinforced with fantastic crafts and very special snac(s. one day tne r<icis ouilt an ark out ofgraham.crackers, pretzel sticks and animal-crackers, and then...ate it! you can see some of thechildren's art work displayed on the youth builetin board.

"l don't want to leave," was commonly heard at the end of the extended-day program. Thewhole week was summed up by one very wise child, who exclaimed, ,,1 can,t wait to see Jesus!,,.The teen and adult volunteers seemed to enjoy the week as much as the youngsters. Thankyou to EVERYONE who supported this very-important ministry. ' i

P atw H i.v^.e,1>a-uaLw
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Rayna coletta was married to Daniel Gleason at an outdoor
ceremony at the groom's parents' home in wayland, Massachusetts on
August 3,2013. The couple, who met and worked togetheiin New york city,
will be moving to oregon for several years to attend lraduate school.

Congratulations and blessings, Rayna and Daniell

IT'S CHOIR TIME!
our first rehearsal of the season will be on wednesday evening,
september 4 at7:00 p.m. New singers are arways wercome!

Please speak to Denis Bruneile, our Minister of Music, shourd you
have any questions about joining pilgrim,s choir.



{Al*" Evonqelicql lutheron
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God'swork.Our honds.

Pastor Elizabeth Eaton elected
ELCA presiding bishop

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Northeastern Ohio Synod, was elected Aug. 14
presiding bishop of the ELCA at the 2013 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly. She was elected on the
fifth ballot. There were 889 votes cast, and 445
votes were needed for an election. Eaton received
600 votes and the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA
presiding bishop, received 287. Eaton is the
ELCA's first woman presiding bishop-elect.

The Assembly met on August 12-17 in Pittsburgh,
PA. The theme of the gathering was "Always
being made new." This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the ELCA.

"We are a church that is ovenruhelmingly
European in a culture that is increasingly
pluralistic. We need to welcome the gifts of those
who come from different places, that is a
conversation we need to have as a church," Eaton
told the assembly shortly after the election.

Prior to becoming synod bishop, Eaton served as
pastor for ELCA congregations in Ohio. She
earned a Master's of divinity degree from Harvard
Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., and a
Bachelor's degree in music education from the
College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio.

Bishop-elect Eaton will be installed on October 5,
2013 at Rockefeller Chapel in Chicago.
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American Parkinson Disease
Association's Annual Race, walk,
and Roll at Goddard State park

on saturday, september 14,2013

Join Team Pilgrim for the American
Parkinson Disease Association's Annual
Race, Walk, and Roll at Goddard State
Park on Saturday, September 14,2013.
We honor Pilgrim's own Bruce Belvin,
who always walks along with us. There
are 1,800 families in this small state of
Rhode lsland who are affected by this
disease. The Race, Walk, and Roll is
an official 5K run and a 1.5 mile walk.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. at the
Carousel House. lt is a great time of fun
and fellowship...even if you can't do the
run or the walk, please come down and
support Team Pilgrim! A signup sheet is
posted in the narthex. For more
information, contact Laurie Linden at
941 -3302 or at lalinden 1 @verizon. net.

?ilgtdt t t& Welromp JVew

"Ul"emeeus on Ocrn&rn 6, 2013
Pilgrim Lutheran Church will welcome new
members on Sunday, October 6 at the 9:30
service. Membership in a congregation
means a commitment to share the life of
that community of God's people, to be
present for worship and to support the
community's work by prayer and financial
gifts. We are blessed to have people with
long histories at Pilgrim Church, but also
welcome the new ideas, vision, and energy
that others bring to us. ln a sense all
congregations are always in flux, changing
as our world changes. lf you or someone
you know would like to be a part of this
community, please speak with Pastor Kohl
or Pastor Harris. We would be grateful for
sharing life together as God's Holy Spirit
calls us into the future.

There will be a gathering for new members
on Thursday evening, October 3 at 7:00.



REPORT FROM THE AUGUST 2OL3 CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING

A task force generated out of recommendations approved by the congregation from the "Listening
Panel" reported to the council on issues of structure and leadership. They made the following
recommendations for our life together:

. Begin each council meeting with a short devotion.
o Form a workgroup to review the congregation council retreat outline and other models to

establish a committee structure.
. Council members to be encouraged to read books from the Augsburg Press

Leaders Series.
. The Council's first meeting in February to begin with an orientation for new and old council

members.
r Each committee and group to establish goals or major projects for each year.
o The Leadership-Structure Workgroup would like to work with the Nominating Committee to

recruit for new council members. Recommend recruitment to start in the fall.

Allthese proposals were approved.

Financial reports (July 31-2013)
lncome for budget $141,406.40 (includes a transfer from special funds of $12,856)
Budgeted expenses $147,257.69

The Care Team is preparing a brochure to help the congregation know the kinds of work they do. A
part of this will be asking for other ways to serve. Watch for the brochure. lt will be given out on a
Sunday morning in September.

Pilgrim Church will be welcoming new members on Sunday, October 6 at the 9:30 service. Let Pastor
Kohl know if you are interested in being part of the ministry we have (e-mail:
pastor@pilgrimlutheranri.org). There will gathering for new members on Thursday, October 3 at 7 PM

Vacation Bible School was enjoyed by both children and adults. The support with finances and prayers
of the congregation was appreciated.

Pastor Harris' last Sunday with us will be September 22. He will be moving to Connecticut. Please
plan to be at worship that morning to say thank you and God's blessings to him.

Coins for a Cause has been active for several months. Here are some recent contributions we have
been able to make:

. June: ELCA Disaster Relief Fund for Oklahoma Tornado Victims $300.00. July: ELCA Malaria Campaign $247.75

The Resendes family (led by Jacob) has raised $350 for the American Cancer Society toward "Will
Power" in honor of Will Krajewski.

Our Purpose Statement will be made more visible in the building by creating posters and other ways of
reminding ourselves of the statement: God's purpose for Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to build our
relationships with Jesus and to share our gifts with the community.

. Praying always
o Serving with joy
. Teaching
o Proclaiming the Good Neurs
. Building community



ELGA 25th Anniversary
Always being made new. 25 yearitogether in Christ.

"God's work. Our
Sund dy, September

I

hands."
8, 2013

Join us to be the hands of God
S%I,ls
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After service we will spend a day of
painting and cleaning at 2 shelter sites in

Cranston and Providence
or

*$@
worship at 9:30 AM at pilgrim Lutheran

After service join us for a day of knitting and
q u ilting



Sunday Readings - September 2013

September 1 - Pentecost 1Sc/Lectionary 22
Proverbs 25:6-7
This section of the Book of Proverbs gives practical advice on how to think about oneself.
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
The Letter to the Hebrews is a catechetic letter, one that tells how to live life as a follower of Jesus. This
section has down to earth guidance on many factors in life.
Luke 14:1,7-14
Jesus teaches us that our life is lived in humility and love. As he does so often, here Jesus uses earthly
pictures to teach us.

September 8 - Pentecost 1GC/Lectionary 23
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Tradition claims that Deuteronomy is a book of five sermons Moses delivered before the people of God
entered the Promised Land. ln this reading we hear that there are consequences for our decisions. God's
path will always lead to life.
Philemon 1=1-21
Paul is not beneath arm-twisting to remind Philemon how to treat a fellow Christian: Philemon's own slave,
Onesimus (a word which means use/ess in Greek!). Paul wants Philemon to know that the relationship as a
fellow Christian with Onesimus is more important than the relationship of owner and slave.
Luke 14:25-33
As Jesus is travelling to Jerusalem in Luke's Gospel, he teaches people about the cost of discipleship. Here
Jesus lays out clearly that discipleship comes with commitment and is more important than any other thing
in life.

September 15 - Pentecostl7ClLectionary 24
Exodus 32:7-14
It is God who repents, who changes mind about punishing the people with Moses as they travelthrough the
desert. Moses bargains with God, reminding God that God is the one who started this exodus from Egypt.
To destroy the people would cause God to appear not true to God's very being.
1 Timothy'l:12-17
ln this letter to a younger pastor, Paul rejoices in gratitude for Jesus and the gift of salvation.
Luke 15:1-10
A lost sheep and a lost coin become the images Jesus uses to teach about the mercy and intent of God to
include all in salvation.

September 22 - Pentecost 18G/Lectionary 25
Amos 8:f7
Amos the preacher points out specific ways in which God's people turn away from justice for their own
benefits.
1 Timothy 2:1-7
The prayers of Christians are not just for themselves. Prayers are for all people that life might be orderly
and peaceful. Allthis is done in Jesus' name who came to bring peace between God and the human family.
Luke 16:1-13
Jesus calls his followers to be shrewd in dealing with earthly things. His message is that we cannot love
wealth more than God to be Jesus'followers.

September 29 - St. Michael and All Angels
Daniel 10:10-1 4; 1 2:1 -3
The creation is not just made up of what we see or experience through our senses. The prophet Daniel
writes about God's intervention and protection by Michael, "the great prince".
Revelation 12:7-12
The great deceiver is cast out from heaven with his angels. This means struggle for the earth. ln this
passage the writer of Revelation assures us that there is a place where there will be no struggles and the
wrath of Satan will be no more.
Luke 10:17-20
Michael and the angels fought against Satan. This conquering of Satan and the forces of evil continues as
Jesus'followers make real the reign of God by words and deeds.



SERVING in SEPTEMBER 2013

GREETERS

September 1 Jim & Jo-Anne Doyle
September 8 Ron & Beth Fish
September 15 Lisa Harrington
September 22 Pam Himebaugh
September 29 Andrew Hughes

RIADERS

September 1 Beth Fish
September 8 Bill Brinson
September 15 Pat Frazier
September 22 To be announced
September 29 Joan Eisemann

September 1

September 8

September 15

September 22

September 29

ALTAR GTJILD

Nancy Derby
Joanne Lozy
Susan Simundson
Ginny Smith
Nancy Sulmasy
Betty Wagner
Priscilla Angelo
Mary Brinson
Pam Himebaugh
Kate Murphy-Duncan
Jennifer Cardillo
Pat Frazier
Kitty Johnson

ASSISTING MINISTERS

Assisting Ministers are needed for the month of
September. Sign up on the sheet posted on the offtce

bulletin board if you are able to help.
Many thanks!

ACOLYTES

September I Matt Sangster
September 8 Sarah Lowell
September 15 Nichole Morales
September 22 Alexis Olson
September 29 John O'Hara

COMMTJNION ASSISTANTS

Communion Asststants are needed for the month of
September. Sign up on the sheet posted on the office

bulletin board if you are able to help.
Many thanks!

September I

September 8

September 15

September 22

September 29

USHERS

Elaine Belvin
Scott Chappelle
Wendy Brusick & Greg Stiener
Scott Chappelle
Bonnie Donahue
Jo-Anne Doyle
Ron Fish
Scott Chappelle
Pam Himebaugh
Susan Horsch
Linda Hughes
Scott Chappelle
Linda Hughes
Laurie Linden
Ruth Lundin
Scott Chappelle
Pete Mahoney
Merrill McElroy
John Merrill

COUNTERS

September 1 Chris Spencer and Steve phillips
September 8 Clinton Smith and Joan Theroux
September 15 Cindy Cote and Kathy Gremel
September 22 Lois Williams and Beth Fish
September 29 Beth Fish and Linda Hughes

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the month of
September. Sign up on the sheet posted on the office

bulletin board if you are able to help.
Many thanks!

ALTAR FLOWERS

September I Ruth Lundin
September 8 Available
September 15 Available
September 22 A Grateful Member
September 29 Available
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