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April Pilgrims' Progress Deadline:
Thursday, March 15!

Please e-mail submissions to Elisabefh
at b oth p aishasst@pilgrimluth er anri.or g

and eremmingv er gu.n@cox.net
or place in her mailbox in the church office.

Many thanks!

Meet Your Pilgim Family is taking this month off
and will retum to the Apil issue of the progress.

From Pastor Kohl
Dear Fellow Pilgrims,

You know how events of the past have a way of
making an impact on our present? I have been
thinking about such a thing recenfly. Let me
explain: In June and July of 2005, pastor
Timothy Leitzke and I made a pilgrimage to
Santiago de Campostela. lt was a part of my
sabbatical that summer. lf I could, I would go
back to the pilgrimage road, the Camrno. lt wis
a profound event.

Pilgrimages are always based on hope: hope
that one will arrive at the goal, hope that things
will somehow be different because of the
pilgrimage, hope that we will see things in a new
way, hope that we will experience the holiness
or special gifts of the goal we seek. Hope grows
from the possibility that things will change. Faith
is the trust that it will be God who brings about
the change.

This month we, along with all Christian people,
are on a pilgrimage known as Lent. The whole
of the Christian's life is one of pilgrimage
because the whole of our life in Christ is one of
hope. Things will and do change; faith enables
us to see God's hand in that change.

Getting ready for a pilgrimage takes some
planning. You need some lhings for a
pilgrimage like the Camino. Good shoes or
hiking boots are important. A back pack that fits
well for the long haul is essential. lt helps to
know the path to take, looking for markers along
the way. lt is also important to know you are not
alone. An African proverb says, ,,lf you want to
walk fast, walk alone; if you want to walk a
distance, go with others."

For our pilgrimage through Lent (and to be
honest, for the whole of life as a child of God)
we need a few things also. Here they are: our
Bibles, about 10 minutes a day for silence and
reflection, and gatherings with others for prayer
and refreshment.
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As Lutheran Christians, we are people of the
Word of God. The Word of God is first and
foremost Jesus. We also understand that the
Word of God is also the Sacraments of the
Church and the preaching of the Gospel as well
as the Bible. For those limes when we cannot
be together with the Christian community we
have the witness of the community in the book
of the Church, the Bible. Reading Scripture
every day is being reminded that we are part of
a community; that we have a God who speaks to
us through the witness of others, that we have a
God who wants to be in touch with us.

Taking time for silence or meditation is a strong
reminder that we are doing something different
from the world's way of living. People often think
that quiet time or meditation is a waste of time.
That's not true because of who it is that we are
spending time with, listening for God.

Gathering with others is important, just as a
word of encouragement on the Camino from
fellow pilgrims can carry one along when tired.
Gathering with others mid-week and on Sundays
is a place of encouragement and refreshment.
Worship is a gift we have from God, not a
requirement to earn God's love. Christians need
to learn to gather in joy and with the knowledge
that blessings are coming their way.

And just like finally arriving at Santiago (the city
and the church where the remains of St. James
are buried), Lent brings us to that place of hope:
Easter.

The truth is that Easter is the final goal of our
pilgrimage through life as a child of God. lt was
promised to you in your baptism. So we can
choose to make our pilgrimage alone, or to
make it with others. We can choose to use the
tools that God has given for the journey. We
can choose to walk in hope or obligation.
Finally, it is Jesus who calls us to this
pilgrimage, and it will be Jesus who greets us at
the end. But every day and every Sunday, it is
this same Jesus who comes to us: renewing,
refreshing, forgiving, and blessing us with gifts
for the pilgrimage-the reminder that we do not
walk alone.

ln hope,

Mid-Week Lrenten Worship

We will meet at Pilgrim Church on
Wednesday evenings during Lent for
a time of evening prayer and music.

Please join us in the chapel at 6:30 p.m.
We will gather on

March 7, I4,2l and 28.

Ordination Date Set for Chris Unon

Chris's ordination date has been set for
Sunday, March 25,20{2 at4:00 p.m.
at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Frederick, Maryland.

You may send greetings to Chris at
1855 McDuff Court

Sykesville, MD 2'1784

funerals
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Pastoral Acts

Joseph Ehrman, Sr.

Judith Hobday
Dorothy Kallmeyer
Willard Koss
Rita Lema
Helen Watson
Norman Ttice, Sr.



FnOna PASToR HARRIS

Why? What is the point? These two questions are important ones. They make us think.
They can help focus us. Sometimes when others ask these questions about us it is easy to
go on the defensive and feel that we are being called into question. Many times there are
multiple answers to why we do the things we do. Other times it is hard to put into words.

Perhaps you have been asked why you follow Jesus. What is the point? lt is not always
easy to come up with a single answer. Perhaps there is no single answer. Ask ten people
these questions and you'll probably get twenty-five answers.

My answer to the first question is both simple and complicated, and probably seen as a cop
out by some. I am a fan of Martin Luther's explanation of the third article of the Apostle's
Creed:

"l believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my
Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel,
enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls,
gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith."

That is why. The Holy Spirit. No personal decision here. lwas called through the Gospel,
through the Good News.

For the second question we continue with Luther:

"Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins-mine and those of
all believers. On the Last Day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and will give to
me and all believers in Christ eternal life."

Forgiveness and life. Thankfully, it's not me the individual here, it is the community.

This explanation also helps me answer why we go to church, and why we learn the stories
from the Bible. lt helps me answer why we love and serve others. The Holy Spirit is using us
to be bearers of the Good News to others.

There are other answers to these two questions, of course. For me, Luther's explanation
points to the chief answer: that God is at the center.

poohrA*nu



Life is blessed with gifts. The community of Pilgrim Lutheran Church is blessed with the gifts of
people, especially Earle and Ella Fish and their daughter, Diane. Their daughter was special and
died in the Lord's time, too early for her earthly family. The family continues to give memorial gifts
to Pilgrim in her name. The Altar Guild receives them and is providing a new baptismal font in
Diane's memory for the sacramental ministry of Pilgrim's faith community.

One enters into the life of the faith community of Christ's Church through baptism, receiving its gifts
of grace. Martin Luther reminds us in the Small Catechism that these gifts are forgiveness of sins,
redemption from death and the devil, and eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and
promise of God declare. One begins life in Christ with these gifts given in baptism: "buried with
christ by baptism into death, so that, just as christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life."

The new font will be placed at the entrance of the nave, the worship space of the church. The
walnut base of the font is cruciform in shape. The concave formed top of the font's base will
support a wide rimmed clear glass bowl. Embedded in the cruciform base of the font will be a
granite rock.

Peter confessed, "You are the christ, the son of the living God." Jesus replied, ,,Blessed are you,
simon, son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I

tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock lwill build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it." (Matthew 16:13-20) The confession of faith we declare is a gift of God, not solely of
one's own making. The font is a place of a gift that gives life in Christ.

The bowl will hold the gift of the water of life. ln 1 Corinthians 10:1, Paul writes, "l do not want you
to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and
that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and the sea.
They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the
spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.,'

"lf anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink. whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him." (John 7:37-38)

Luther's prayer for baptism begins, "By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living
things.' The prayer continues to hold up how the water of baptism creates and saves, as printed
on page 230 in the book of Evangelical Lutheran worship. upon entering into worship, the
baptismal font will stand as a reminder of the gifts of baptism. One may dip a finger into the water
and trace a cross upon their brow in remembrance of the life and faith with which Christ Jesus gifts
us for living each day.

A few feet from the font will be a credence table to hold the sacramental gifts used for Baptism and
the Eucharist. A ewer with water, the towel, oil and candle, and the bread and wine for the
Eucharist will all be placed upon it for use in worship. The walnut table will be built with mortise
and tenons, the pins for them will be of wood from other continents-mahogany from south
America, teak from Asia and ebony from Africa-to which the commission of Christ has been
extended through baptism.



The font and credence table have been designed and built by David Pritchard, of Jamestown,
Rhode lsland. He settled into his work by restoring boats for several years and since then, for
more than 30, has been a woodworker. Working with wood he realizes the harmony of self and
work which gives him his meaning for life. He lives and works in the tradition of the Shakers who
realized their work and their meditation to be the fulfillment of their lives. The spirit of his life and
faith will be seen in the art of the baptismal font and table for Pilgrim.

Eben Horton created the glass bowl in his studio, the Glass Station on Main Street in Wakefield,
Rhode lsland. Eben is a shortened name for Ebenezer; its Hebrew meaning is rock or stone.
Eben created the bowl out of the elements of rock to hold the water for baptism.

The lsraelites have been pilgrim people through the centuries and millennia, and we are Pilgrim
people. Pilgrim people have traveled the ocean waters to life in this country, and a rock is the
symbol of the first arrivals. The rock at Horeb gave life to the Hebrews in the wilderness so that
when Moses' staff struck it water flowed from it. Christ is our rock of faith and baptism the source
of our life in faith that bears us into eternal life. Pilgrim people can be grateful for the life of Diane
Fish and the gift of her family that continues to grace Pilgrim Church with the promises of our Lord
in the Sacrament of Baptism. Life is blessed with gifts.

Worship, Music and Arts Committee

Wh.e,re,,wotil^d' gol* y>u-f a' ln-f>tw&oL fod?
At a recent meeting of the Worship, Music and Arts Committee, the

group asked the congregation council to remove two pews from the back of
the church on each side. The reason for this was two-fold: to give us more
gathering space in the back of the main church and to create a space for the
new font which the Altar Guild is giving to Pilgrim Church in honor and
memory of Diane Fish.

You may have noticed that Sundays it gets a bit crowded in the back of the church
both before and following the service. A little more space might make that less
cramped and more gracious as we seek to enter and leave worship.

But this is the right place for the baptismal font to be because it is by baptism that we come into the
church, and it will be by baptism that we leave the church on earth and enter into the church
triumphant in God's nearer presence. That is why most churches, both modern and ancient, have
their fonts by the entrance to the church.

As in all we do in worship, this is a "teaching tool", a reminder of the grace of God to us and to the
world. We enter and leave this space by baptism and the promises poured out there. By placing
the font by the main doors to the sanctuary we will be reminded of that whenever we gather or
leave to go into the world.



@r-,"%/r%i-r*"rb/@u-a"ary

The Altar Guild is currently
accepting applications for
the Altar Guild Scholarship
in memory of Diane Fish.

scholarship is designed to
assist the youth of our

with college expenses. All members
of Pilgrim Lutheran Church who are currenfly high
school seniors, and will attend college in the fall,
are eligible. Applications are located on the Altar
Guild bulletin board (to the right of Pastor's office.)
Completed applications should be mailed to the
church or hand placed in the Altar Guild
mailbox located in the church office.

Mailed applications must be received by Friday,
May 11, 2012 and hand delivered applications
must be deposited into the Altar Guild mailbox
(church office) by 1'l a.m. on Sunday, May i3,
2012.

Deadlines are firm and no exceptions will be
made.

lf you have any questions, please contact Lisa
Harrington at 7 37 -9977 .

lf you or someone you know would like to be
lifted up in prayer during this Lenten season,

please leave your prayer request in the prayer
box in the narthex.

Teens Gather to l*nd a HelptngHand

INSPIRE Teens, a newly-formed group of teens
who are visually impaired, will be getting together
on the first Saturday of every month beginning on
April 7. These days are dedicated to helping
others by making bag lunches for people at
Crossroads, baking fancy cupcakes for the Amos
House soup kitchen, and visiting a nursing home
to play games with the residents.

This group is inviting other teens to join them in
their service to others. lf you or someone you
know may be interested and would like more
information about this programs, please contact
Linda Hughes at lhughes@in-sight.org.

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
Summary of lncome and Expense

lanuary 2O12
Total income received for
general expenses 920,917.65
Total expenses paid $18,083.29
Net cash flow a) Ala ro

cProm Are s s e s tlre e fe [ !
Elizabeth Harrington, a student at Wagner
College, is collecting gently used prom style
dresses (long and short) for a community service
project she is running through March 11, 2012.

lf you have a dress or dresses you would like to
donate, please place a label "dress donation" on
the item(s) and hang them in the coat closet
closest to the ramp entrance at church. Thank you
very much!

ltn inponaW mar6g6

fon rho lrtar ipuib
The Altar Guild is accepting
contributions for the Easter
Memorial Garden. lf you would

like to make a donation in memory
of a loved one, please fill out an envelope (in cleai
print), enclose your free will contribution, and
place it in the collection plate. you may also send
your envelope to the church ofiice to the aftention
of the Altar Guild. Easter Memorial Garden
envelopes can be found on the table in the
narthex.

The Easter Memorial Garden will decorate our
main sanctuary for the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday in loving remembrance of those who
share in the Easter victory. After the late service
on Easter Sunday, the plants will be delivered to
the sick, shut-in, and Lifetime Members of the
Altar Guild. lf you would like to help the Attar Guild
deliver these plants, please see the sign-up sheet
on the Altar Guild bulletin board in the hallway.

All Easter Memorial Garden envelopes MUST be
received no later than Palm Sunday, April 1,
2012. Thank you!

Pilerim Praver Chain
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"Wilderness" comes from an Old English word that means "wild animal". A wilderness is understood as
a desolate place that is often inhabited by dangerous creaiures that can put humans at risk. lt is, for
humans, a place of profound anxiety in that one is afraid of not finding the resources within it through
which one is able to sustain life. There are, in the Bible, two great models of wilderness story. The fiist
is the story of the people of lsrael, who having just been freed from Egyptian slavery, now find
themselves wandering in the wilderness for 40 long years. The lsraelites grumble about their less{han-
happy state, wondering if remaining in Egypt would have been a better fate. The wilderness became a
place of testing for the Hebrew people, and the question for them became whether their faith would
allow them to totally put their trust in God, even in such a hostile environment. This meant being able
to believe that strange fluffy food that fell from the sky-manna-would nourish them until they finally
reached that Promised Land that God said would be overflowing with milk and honey. And this, in turn,
meant relying on God's constant support and care. So the wilderness journey became a necessary
precursor to lsrael's covenant with God and the land that they were promised.

The second wilderness story is the story of Jesus' temptation. After Jesus was baptized and
proclaimed to be God's beloved son, the Spirit sent Jesus out into the wilderness (or desert) where
hungry and thirsty, Jesus and his baptismal identity were tempted and tested by Satan. Satan tempted
Jesus with things that would have caused and that continue to cause many people to cave into them-
things like power, self-reliance, and fame. But Jesus, although weakened in body by fasting, was
sustained not by physical bread, but by the nourishing bread of God's word.

Christians too, during the season of Lent-the liturgical season that leads to the way of the cross-
embark on their own wilderness journeys. ln Lent, for instance, we enter a worship space that is
sparse, and as it moves toward the cross, becomes increasingly bare. The liturgy is pared down. The
hymn of praise is removed and the alleluias are put away. The mood is penitential. We add the kyn'e,
asking the Lord to have mercy on our sinfulness and to forgive us. The hymns also focus on our
confession of sins and on the one who faithfully goes to the cross to save us from our sinfulness.
Lent-this wilderness season, is a season of testing for us. We journey through Lent on a way that is
full of uncertainiies and dangers. And while for us it is a spiritual quest, it is not just a solitary quest for
one's own personal illumination. Rather, we make the Lenten journey together as a communiiy of the
baptized, trusting that God's presence is always among us, caring for us and sustaining us even when
the going gets tough. We realize again our dependence on God, and ihat our wilderness wanderings
are always under the sovereignty of that creative God who made a lush and vibrant world out of nothing
but chaos and void.

The Lenten wilderness (and Holy Week, of course) lead us not only to the cross but to the resurrection.
The forsaken wasteland of the wilderness leads us to new life in all its abundance. And while Lent has
a penitential focus, we as Christians who know the end of the story, continue week after week to
celebrate the resurrection and God's grace given in word and sacrament.

Yes, Lent reminds us how easy it can be to follow the world's ways rather than relying on God. we
often give up small tokens of that reliance as a gesture of not giving in to the hotO thatihings have on
us. But what is most important about Lent for us is not what we give up, but what we give. lt is
knowing that because of the suffering that Jesus bore on our behalf, it is also incumbent upon us to
give of ourselves to those around us-to those who are beyond our baptized community, even to the
point of suffering on their behalf, remembering that God is always present with us through the difficulty,
danger, and vulnerability of every wilderness moment.

KarLw KallL
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Sunday Readings - March 2012

March 4 - Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16
God states the promise to Abram again that he will have numerous descendents. ln fact, God
seals this promise by changing Abram's name to Abraham; from "venerable father'' to "father of
a multitude". The amazing thing about all this is that it happens when it would be impossible for
children to come to Abraham and sarah in the natural way when they are welt past the time of
childbearing. This is how God works: in ways to teach us that God is working in the events of
our lives.
Romans 4:13-25
Paul reminds the Romans (and us) that we are the children of Abraham and sarah when we

also put our trust in God's promises to us.
Mark 8:31-38
The call to discipleship is a call to sacrifice. We cannot have life with Jesus without putting our
own agendas aside. ln stating this, Jesus puts worldly success in opposition to faithful living.

March 11 - Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
After setting lsrael free from slavery in Egypt, God gives the people commands for how to live
together with God and with one another. These are the Ten Commandments. As always,
God's commands are based on God's previous activity: because God has freed the people, God
now places expectations upon them for life together.
1 Gorinthians 1:18-25
Lent is a time we are reminded that following Jesus will not seem wise to the world. God's ways
and the world's ways are not the same paths.
John2:lS-22
ln John's Gospel, it is at the beginning of his ministry that Jesus drives the merchants and
money lenders from the temple. This shows us how Jesus is committed to a right relationship
with God and foreshadows how Jesus will replace the temple for his followers.

March 18 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
The "cure" is often in the "problem". Here Moses is directed by God to make a serpent on a
pole to save the people, even though they were complaining about the pilgrimage to the
Promised Land, to save them from the serpents who came as punishment for their complaints.
God's faithfulness shines through the Hebrew scriptures in spite of humanity's lack of faith.
Ephesians 2:1-10
"When we were dead through our trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ.,, The
writer of Ephesians repeats the message of Numbers: God brings life where we would find only
death.
John 3i14-21
Finally this pattern of God's bringing life to our death is focused on Jesus and his cross. He is
the means by which we know who God is and by which we will finally have eternal life.

March 25 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Because God lives in eternity, time become unimportant. ln this passage the prophet looks to
the future in which the human family will finally come to know God and God's life perfecfly.
Hebrews 5:5-10
Melchizedek is a mysterious character in the Bible, a king and priest who has no beginning and
no end. He is a sign of Jesus for us, who made the sacrifice for us to know life on the cross.
John 12:20-33
At his last Passover celebration Jesus speaks about death and new life, but notjust for a certain
group of people. ln this story, it is both Jews and Greeks who are included in the promises.
God's salvation is for the whole of the human family.



SERVING in MARCH 2012

GREETERS

March 4 Jim & Jo-Anne Doyle
March 11 Fred & Laurie Linden
March 18 Allan & Rose Reed
March 25 Linda & Emily Hughes

READERS

March 4 Beth Fish
March 11 Bob Colletta
March 18 Joan Hamblin
March 25 Patricia Frazier

ALTAR GT]ILD

March 4 Cindy Cote
Carol Dupre
Maureen Johnson

March 11 Nancy Derby
Joanne Lozy
Connie Radican
Susan Simundson

March 18 Nancy Lewis
Ginny Smith
Helen Varin

March 25 Lisa Harrington
Debbie Perri

CONFIRMATION DINNERS
Tuesday Evenings

March 6 No meal Staff Meeting - no kids
March 13 The Cryan & Phillips Families
March 20 No meal Service/Fellowship
March 27 Scott Johnson

ASSISTING MINISTERS

March 4 Tina Carlson
March 11 CarI Lozy
March 18 Karin Kohl
March 25 Mark Cheney

USHERS

March 4 Allan Reed
Bruce & Carollrl Vittner

March ll Elaine Belvin
BiIl Dugan
John Merrill

March 18 The Brusick-Stiener Family
March 25 John Gunning

Pam Himebaugh
Roy Wagner

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

March 4 Elaine Belvin
John & Tina Carlson
Paula Metivier

March 11 Needed. ..please sign up!
March 18 Karin Kohl
March 25 BilI Dugan

Eg!! Communion Asjistants are needed at each
service. Please sign up on the sheet posted on the

office bulletin board ifyou are able to help.

ALTAR FLOWERS

March 4 E. & D. Johnson and N. & C. young
Marion Lundin

March I I The Wagner Family
March 18 EIla & Earle Fish
March 25 Helga Hoffman & Family

ACOLYTES

March 4 Paige Lepore
March 11 Joseph Marzone
March 18 Beth Whire
March 25 Andrew Mclaughlin

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers are needed for the month of

February. Please sign up on the sheet posted on the
offtce bulletin board, or speak to pastor KohI, pastor

Harris, or Gayle Sangster for more information.
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