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PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH
ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday,January 27,2073
rmmediately following

the 9:30 service
(See page 2 for morc information)

Please note that commiftee annaal reports
arc due in the office no later than

Sunday, Jaruraty 1 3. Thanksl

From Pastor Kohl
Dear Pilgrims,

We begin a new calendar year. lt's hard to
believe it is 2013 already. As we stand at the
beginning of a new year, there are many
thoughts and memories we carry from 2012.
Several times I have heard people say that
they hope that 2013 will be a better year than
the last one was. And I understand what they
mean.

It should not be an act of courage to send our
children to school or to be a teacher,
administrator, or staff in the schools. We
should not have a government in which people
stand in opposition to one another and refuse
to consider compromise as a way forward.
We do not need the bitter and acrimonious
language which marks our political
conversation. We do not need to have
dictators warring against their own people or
attacking the people of peace from a foreign
country as happened in Libya. The list of
things we wish we could leave behind as we
step into 2013 is longer than this, and you
might have some personal items to add also.
It is an obvious truth that we live in a broken
world.

How do we begin again as individuals? How
do we start anew as a community?

We seek forgiveness. Life teaches us that
there are times and situations in which
forgiveness will be the only way the future can
be opened to us. Forgiveness seeks to put
the past in the past and seeks to live in the
present moment, seeing the present as a
present, a gift to create a different future.
Forgiveness is also a promise for each of
us. lt is not just something we seek in our
relationships with others or with God, it is also
something we seek in our self understanding.

Oun Su.nr
Pastor
The Rev. Dennis Kohl
Associate Pastor
The Rev. Robert Harris
Minister of Music
Denis Brunelle
Parish Assistant/Pragress Editor
Elisabeth Remming Vergun
Treasurer
Bill Brinson
Financial Secretary
Beth Fish
Sexton
Adam Kohl

INsrun Tnrs Issun

Fnov PnsroR Kour-
PRsroR.qr- Acrs
Fnov PesroR HeRzus
CuuncnNores
JaNueRy ReeorNcs
JeNuRRv SBnvens
JeNu.cRv CelnNoen

P. l&2
P.2
p.3
p. 4&5
p.6
P.7
INsBnr

2013 Offering Envelopes are available
in the narthex-please take yours home as

soon as possible. Thank you!



Often, because we know all our own
shortcomings and troubled places, forgiveness
for ourselves is the hardest to come to know.

Another gift we need for the future is humility.
I know people do not think about humility
often. That might be because sometimes
people think that it means to consider
ourselves as not as good as others. But
humility is really knowing ourselves as like
others. lt is humility that creates community,
people who know they cannot go it alone in
Iife; people who know there are others who
also have worries and fears, joys, and
struggles.

Gratitude: seeing the gifts and blessings we
already have. This is not something which we
do without doing it intentionally. Troubles
always seem so much greater than blessings,
but there are reminders in our lives that God
remembers us.

As the people of God, we also have hope.
The hope we hold is that God is a provider for
us-that God, in Jesus, has conquered all our
enemies, even death itself. And as Paul
reminds us in Romans, "There is nothing that
can separate us from the love of God that is
ours in Jesus Christ our Lord."

My prayer is that our New Year will begin and
continue in these gifts: forgiveness, humility,
gratitude, and hope. lt is a solid foundation in
Christ!

With hope,

G*a* 6u--

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH'S
ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27

The Annuol Meeting of Pilgrim Lulheron
Church will be held on Sundoy, Jonuory 27

following the 9:30 service. This is the meeting
in which we elect people to serve the

congregotion on our Congregotion Council
ond severol committees: The Nominoting.
Scholorship, ond Memoriol Committees, os

well os voting members of our onnuol synod
ossembly which will be held in June. lt is olso
ot this meeting thot o budgel for ministry for

20.l3 will be put into ploce. All octive
confirmed members of the congregotion ore
encouroged ond expected to be present ot

this meeiing os these decisions ore mode.

Pleose nole lhol commiflee Annuol Reports
ore due in the office no lqter lhqn

Sundoy, Jonuory 13.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms

ffi Anna Lynne Jones

First Holy Comrnunion Candidates

Carly Karen Gayman
Emily Karen Bastien
Gianna Grace Marzillo
Rose Isabelle Tuomisto
AndrewJohn Barboza
Emily Madison Morales
Molly Beth Brown
Chloe Michele French
Nathan Dean Rouillard

Funerals

/Artr Robert Caldwell
Walter Hackett

New Members Welcomed

Barbara Andrews
Michael & Amber Jones

and family
Karla Safford and Connor

February Pilgrim's Progress Deadline:
Tuesday, January 15!

Please e-mall submissions to Elisabeth
at b oth p arishasst@pi lgrimluth er anri.or g

and er emmingvergun @c ox.net
or place in her mailbox in the church office.



FRoHa Paston Hnnnrs

Dear friends of Christ,

For the Church, January is the time of the Epiphany and the Sundays after the Epiphany. This
January, we celebrate Epiphany (which is always January 6) on a Sunday. The days in between
Christmas and Epiphany are the "days of Christmas", like in the song. (even though Wal-Mart
will undoubtedly have its Valentine displays up by this time.)

So what is an Epiphany?

At its core, it is a god-sighting, more specifically a Jesus-as-Son-of-God sighting. The day of
Epiphany commemorates the visit of the magi to Jesus. This is also known ai the manifestaiion
of Christ to the Gentiles. Even though this is a major festival of the church, it often gets a litle
short changed since this date can occur on any day of the week.

The first Sunday after the Epiphany is the Baptism of our Lord. This is one of my favorite
festivals, so I often think of January as baptism month. We certainly see Jesus revealed here,
we see God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-intersecting our human iives. This is a good time to
remember our own baptism. I am reminded how Luther writes that remembering our baptism is
a daily occurrence. Every time you get wet, remember that you are baptized into Christ, and that
you are loved by God. You are a sibling of Jesus. ln baptism, Jesus is made manifest in our
own lives. So get wet! Use that font to remind yourself and your children that you belong to
Jesus, that you are loved. When you take a bath or shower, or get rained on or snowedln,
remember that God is active in your life, that you have been showeied with grace and mercy.

The time after Epiphany is bounded by the feast of the transfiguration. Jesus is transformed
and once more the voice of God is heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. The stories in
between further reveal who Jesus is. We hear about miracles and Jesus' mission statement,
into which we are invited.

The two biggest Epiphany moments, the revelation of who Jesus is, are not limited to the time
after the Epiphany. These two events are the death and resurrection of Jesus. ln fact, every
Sunday is sort of a "mini-Easter" day. Even during Lentl We see God's heart for trumanity. We
learn that Jesus is crazy for us.

So back to Jesus' baptism, back to our baptism. We are loved and claimed by God. Not
because of anything that we have done. God-the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-loves you,
forever.

Carrying forth our Advent project, where we looked for signs of God in the world, look for signs
of God in your life. How has Jesus become manifest (clear or obvious) in your life? How 

"r" !o,a manifestation of Christ for others?

God's peace and blessings,

poobrAorrro



Sy{r{rua( glfts: Che t{ofy Sy{rir" gtf tu you

On Sunday, January 6, Christians all over the
world will celebrate Epiphany, a time when the
Magi delivered their gifts to The Newborn King.
At Pilgrim Lutheran Church, we will celebrate
our gifts on this Sunday with a brunch
immediately following the second service where
our community will seek to discover the
Spiritual Gifts that were given to members at
their baptism. The youth and young adults are
invited and encouraged to join in this gifts
discovery. The purpose is not to find out what
each member can do in order to give them a
job, but the process can be a fun and exciting
time for all with the results being helpful in
many ways. This is the first step the church
council has requested in the multi-step program
approved which includes the development of
our unique mission and vision statements. The
gifts of the people in our community need to be
known first so that they may be included in and
direct the mission and vision.

The number of guests for the brunch will be
limited to the number of seats that can be set
up for food service. lf you have made
reservations for the meal and are unable to
attend the event, kindly call the church office
and leave a message so that persons waiting
for a reservation will be able to take your place.
This can also be done by e-mailing
SpiritualGiftsl 0@aol. com.

The 6oeial Ministrg Committss, invitss gou to
makg a sppeial

Nsw 9sar's Rssotution for 2OIs...

...to donate you loose change in a special
offering that will be collected on the third
Sunday of every month. These offerings will go
to various organizations that help the needy in
our area. We will list the particular group that
we'll be supporting each month in the Sunday
bulletin. And feel free to bring your own
suggestions to the committee!

Many thanks,
Karin Kohl for the Social Ministry Committee

Pxeifing S+eial and C+r,arnunify

Srnrie* Spp+rfunl+y f+r
Pilgrirrc Y+u+bt

Come celebrate the new year on Saturday,
January 5! Join us from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
for a party complete with music, dancing, hats,
noisemakers, sparkling grape juice, and hors

d'oeuvres. After the meffy making, we'll make
sandwiches to be delivered to those in need.

See you there!

We would like to thank everyone who was
involved in this year's Sunday School Christmas
Program!

First of all, thank you to the Sunday School
teachers. You really are amazing. Our children
love coming to Sunday School because of your
love for Jesus and for them. you went above
and beyondl
Thank you to Karin Kohl for teaching and
leading the children in song.
Thank you to Denis Brunelle for leading the
assembly in song.
Thank you to all who brought food, who made
drinks, who set up, and who stayed late to
clean up.
Thank you to parents and grandparents for
taking seriously those promises made at
baptism.
Thank you for bringing children to Sunday
School and for making the time to bring them to
the program.
Thank you to the people of pilgrim for coming to
hear and see our children tell us the Christmas
story. lt was so nice to see such a large group
assembled.
Thank you for singing to your childrenl
Thank you to some of our older youth for being
there to help out, and in one case to shepherd
around the little ones.
Finally, thank you to our Sunday School
children for sharing this important story with us.
Thank you to those of you who had no lines,
thank you to our readers. Thank you all for
singing so well.

Pastor Harris and pastor Kohl

I
I



Hospitalized or Needing a Pastoral VisitP

Please have a family member call the church at
401-739-2937. There is also voice mail to
leave a message if no one is in the office when
you call. Be sure to leave your name, the name
of the person who needs or wants a visit, and a
contact number in case the pastors need more
information. lf someone is in a hospital, be sure
to tell us at which hospital, along with any other
information you may have, such as a room
number, etc.

Sunday mornings are busy times. Verbal
requests are at the mercy of the pastors and
both of them forget things easily. Please write
any information on the green cards in the pews
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to
one of the pastors.

Thanks to All
As most of you know, last November 11 marked
the first anniversary of my brother Paul's tragic
accident. And, as l'm sure you are aware, it is
truly a blessing and a miracle that God chose to
spare his life and let Paul stay on this earth
relatively unscathed. Aside from his obvious
physical disabilities, his mind and his brain are
functioning at near normal capacity...a true
miracle in itself. lf not for the obvious intervention
of God's hand it was the overall opinion of Paul's
team of surgeons and experts that Paul, if he
were to survive his massive and severe brain
injury, would live the rest of his life in a vegetative
state at best. Thankfully, God saw things
differently.

To mark Paul's achievement, Joanne and I held a
fundraiser after each 9:30 a.m. service last month
and also during the bazaar. I am happy to
announce that we were able to raise a total of
$325, of which a portion went to Hospital
Hospitality House in Richmond Virginia (a charity
of Paul's choosing), a portion went to the Pastor's
Discretionary Fund here at Pilgrim Lutheran
Church and the remainder went to the Paul Lozy
Fund to help defray his ever-mounting medical
bills.

It is with much appreciation and heartfelt gratitude
that I extend a sincere "thank you" to all who
participated in this fundraiser through your
purchases and contributions. I am humbled by
both your thoughtfulness and generosity. I cannot
express the amount of gratitude I have not only
for your monetary support, but also for all your
prayers. God listens.

Your brother in Christ,
Carl Lozy

Celebrate Your Heritagle in Food

The Social Ministry Committee is hosting an
lnternational Potluck Dinner sometime early in
20131 This is a time to get out your favorite
ethnic recipes, or your mother's or grandmother's
recipes. While Pilgrim has Swedes, to be sure,
we have now become a melting pot of many
ethnicities: ltalian, French, Portuguese, Hispanic,
English, lrish, Lebanese, German, etc. This will
be a wonderful time to celebrate our uniqueness
and our oneness as part of the Pilgrim family.
And I'm sure the food will be great!

The date will be announced soon. Look for a
signup sheet will be on the bulletin board.

Thanks,
Karin Kohl

Calumet Lutheran Ministries
proudly presents

THE CALUMET RHODE SHOW

A completely free and totally fun
evening for young families from

all over Rhode Island!

GAMES.CRAFTS.PIZZA
SONGS . SLIDESHOW

ICE CREAM

Hosted by Jim Doyle
and the Calumet Staff

SUNDAY JANUARY 20,2OT2
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

at Pilgrim Lutheran Church

R.S.V.P. to
jim@calumet.org



Sunday Readings - January 2013

January 6 - The Epiphany of Our Lord
lsaiah 60:1-6
This is a passage and a day rich in promise: God promises to let the light of grace shine on God's people. As
a result of this great gift of light and understanding, all nations will bring their treasures to thank God.
Ephesians 3:1-12
ln this reading, Paul proclaims the new understanding that Jesus brought to him. God's mercy and grace is for
all people. Gentiles are also included among God's people through the death and resurrection of Jesus. This
is the promise which shapes the church that God wants us to be.
Matthew 2=1-12
Three wise men or magifrom the east come to worship the baby Jesus. Right from the start we see that Jesus
makes a difference by including Gentiles in his story.

January 13 - The Baptism of Our Lord (First Sunday after the Epiphany)
lsaiah 43:1-7
God's promises to be with the people no matter what dangers they pass through. This presence of God is the
Holy Spirit who holds them and us through all of life and death.
Acts 8:14-17
The apostles in Jerusalem were amazed that non-Jews accepted the word of God, they sent Paul, Peter, and
John to ask the Holy Spirit to bless them. ln fulfillment of the promises, the Holy Spirit came upon them.
Luke 3:15-17,21-22
Baptism is about identity and mission. Jesus' baptism is the start of his ministry as God's Messiah, "anointed
one". Jesus' mission will be bringing the Holy Spirit to people, including them in God's life.

January 20 - The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
lsaiah 62:1-5
God rejoices over the people, not because they are special, but because they are living out God's life in their
community life. The people become a light to the nations by their faithfulness to God's life.
1 Corinthians 12='l-11
ln dealing with a congregation in which some members looked down on other members who did not have

certain gifts of the Holy Spirit, Paul reminds the people of Corinth that everyone has some kind of gift to share
and because they are used for a common purpose, all spiritual gifts are important and essential to the church.
John 2:1-11
The wedding at Cana in Galilee reveals Jesus as the one who is able to create new things, even wine from
water. This first of his signs will be part of the foundation of faith for his followers.

January 2V -The Thlrd Sunday after the Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:'l-3, 5-6, 8-{0
A rediscovery of the Book of the Law becomes the reason for renewal as God's people in lsrael. At first,
people mourn over hearing their sin in light of the Law of God, but Nehemiah and Ezra teach them that there is
reason for joy in this because God is working salvation through their new understanding which brings them this
awareness of their sin.
1 Corinthians 1 2:1 2-31a
One body, many mernbers is how Paul sees the church in this reading. He recognizes that all have a place in
the church, all bring something to our life together in Christ, and no gift, no matter how snrall, is a part of Jesus'
plan for the church.
Luke 4:1&*21
Jesu$'teaching in his hometown of Nazareth was a statement of his mission as the anointed one. He teaches
that his life and ministry will be a fulfillment of the scripture.



SERVING in JANIJARY 2013

GREETERS

January 6 Susan Simundson
January 13 Bill Dugan
January 2O Bonnie Abols
Janruary 27 Bruce & Elaine Belvin

READERS

January 6 Filomena Maisonet
January 13 Lou Cardillo
January 20 Sylvia Collins
January 27 Susan Simundson

ALTAR GI]ILD

January 6 Lisa Harrington
Debbie Perri

January 13 Priscilla Angelo
Mary Brinson
Pam Himebaugh

January 20 Jennifer Cardillo
Pat Frazier

January 27 Cindy Cote
Maureen Johnson

ASSISTING MINISTERS

January 6 Karin Kohl
January 13 Carl Lozy
January 20 Carl Ostermann
January 27 Carl Lozy

COMMTJNION ASSISTANTS

Communion Assistanrs are needed for the month of
January. Sign up on the sheet posted on the office

bulletin boartl if you are able to help.
Many thanks!

ACOLYTES

January 6 Jocelyn Theroux
January 13 Alexis Olson
January 20 Jon O'Hara
January 27 Andrew Mclaughlin

CONFIRMATION DINNERS
Tuesday Evenings

January 8 No meal Staff Meeting/no kids
January 15 Kristi Castor
January 22 No meal Fellowship/Service
January 29 the Sangsters

January 6

January 13

January 20

January 27

USHERS

Scott Chappelle
Bill Dugan
Wendy Brusick & Greg Stiener
Elaine Belvin
John & Tina Carlson
Scott Chappelle
Lou Cardillo
Scott Chappelle
Cindy Cote
Bonnie Donahue
Scott Chappelle
Jo-Anne Doyle
Ron Fish
Pam Himebaugh

COUNTERS

January 6 Lou Cardillo and Laurie Linden
January 13 Kathy Gremel and

Tammy Mclaughlin
January 20 Chris Spencer and Lois Williams
January 27 Cindy Cote and Maureen Johnson

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Communion Assistants are needed for the month of
January. Sign up on the sheet posted on the office

Bulletin board if you are able to help.
Many thanks!
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