
Pilgdms' Progress
The Monthly News of the People of Pilgrim Lutheran Church

Warwick, Rhode lsland
March 2013

Due to the timing of Holy Week andEaster
thisyear, it is important that any articles or

other information to be included in the
April 2OI3 Pilgrims'Progress be submitted

as soon as possible.

Please note that no submissions will be
acceptedlater than Friday, March 15.

Send submissions to both
paris ha s st @pllgrimluther ann. or g and

e remming v er gun@co x. ne t.
Many thanksl

From Pastor Kohl
Dear Fellow Pilgrims,

We finally made it through February. lt was
a tough month here at church: we had to
cancel one service and few people came to
the one the following week. lt's been a
tough time, not only because the expenses
to maintain and operate the ministries we do
still continue, but without the community
gathering, something very important is
missing from our lives; that is the promises
of forgiveness and mercy we hear and taste
and experience in Jesus' presence with us.

But now we move to March, a month filled
with promises. Not only is the first day of
spring coming this month (as well as J.S
Bach's birthday, March 21, when I first met
my wife), but also Holy Week and Easter will
cap off this month.

Our life together is really about promise. But
sometime people misunderstand that and
think that it is about us being faithful to the
promises we made. This understanding
turns the whole of Christianity on its head.
Our life, our hope is grounded in the
promises which God makes to us: in
baptism, in the word of forgiveness, in Holy
Communion, and in the ways we live
together. Grace, indeed, abounds when
Jesus comes.

So we celebrate the "sacred mysteries"
every Sunday as we remember that "Christ
has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again." This truth we proclaim every
Sunday in the prayer at the table right before
we receive Holy Communion. And they are
important words; the Church has proclaimed
them for centuries.
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But there is something I would like to ask
you to think when we say these words.
Simply add the phrase "for you" or "for me"
to each of them: "Christ has died for you.
Christ is risen for you. Christ will come
again for you."

On the Wednesdays in Lent, we have
gathered for Evening Prayer, and as is
traditional among us Lutheran Christians, we
are giving thought to the Small Catechism of
Martin Luther. ln this simple book, Luther
takes the great truths of our faith and makes
them personal but teaching us that all God
did, all God promises, all God has, is for
you. That's one of the reasons we always
say at distribution of Holy Communion, "the
body of Christ given for you. The blood of
Christ given for you." Those little words-for
you-arc the important proclamation that all
of God's actions are for you.

Come celebrate the hope we have of God's
promises fulfilled, every Sunday and at all
services of Holy Week. Jesus has done so
much for us. Celebrating that is an
important thing to do.

ln hope,

G4^- r4u--

Pastoral Acts

Funerals

& Nellie Dexter
Jessica Donaghy
Kevin Doyle

6oJg J71//eek nnd
postev 2OlT

This is the central time in the life of the
people of God in Jesus. please make
worship a priority during this season.
In worship, we both experience and

remember all that God has done for our
salvation and for our life.

Maundy Thursday
March 2 B

Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday
March 2 9
The Way of the Cross
12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m.
No Narcotics Anonymous Meeting

Saturday, March 30
10:00 a.m. Altar Guild Decorating

7:30 p.m. The Grear Vigil of Easter
Followed by a time
of fellowship

Easter Day
The Resurrection of Our Lord
March 31
Holy Communion

B:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.



Fnov Peston Hnnnrs

Dear Friends of Christ,

March is an exciting time in the life of the Church this year. We have Lent,
Passion/Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter Day.

My favorite is the portion of Holy Week called the Great Three Days (or the Pascal
Triduum). This is Mandy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. lt could be said
these together is the most important worship service we have. ln fact, these three are
taken together-they are one service, one liturgy. People just get to leave the building
for a bit. This is an old service. lf you wish to get a good outline of Christianity, show up
to these three (one) liturg-ies/y. lt's like a mini-confirmation camp. ln fact, Easter Vigil is
a traditional time for baptism, capping a catechesis that occurred during Lent and Holy
Week. Saint Augustine referred to the Easter Vigil as "the mother of all vigils".

Many familiar stories are heard during these days. Stories of God's action in the lives of
humans. Of course the death and resurrection of Jesus is central. We hear the stories
of the Lord's supper, foot washing, creation, the parting of the Red Sea, and the fiery
furnace.

There is singing and music. Some might say it is an emotional roller coaster (just like
our lives).

Many of you may have been to one or two nights of the liturgy. Consider making all
three part of your Lenten and Easter devotion. Some have said these three togetheiare
life changing.

Blessings,

poob,Ao,,u

$undaY school Easter Egg Hunt
gaturday, March zs

1.O:3O A.fn.
Be sure to come and join in a great time of fun
and fellowship! Further details will follow soon.

Over the next few weeks, the children will be bringing home
empty plastic eggs, which we're asking parents to please

fill and bring back to be hid the day of the hunt.
Many thanks for your help with this!

Please talk to teachers Bethany Gallucci or Kristen Resendes for more information.



An inportarut lnotrng;o

fon rhe Ahar qpuibl

The Altar Guild is accepting
contributions for the Easter

Memorial Garden. lf you would like to
make a donation in memory of a loved one,
please fill out an envelope (in clear print),
enclose your free will contribution, and place it
in the collection plate. You may also send your
envelope to the church office to the attention of
the Altar Guild. Easter Memorial Garden
envelopes can be found on the table in the
narthex.

The Easter Memorial Garden will decorate our
main sanctuary for the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday in loving remembrance of those who
share in the Easter victory. After the late service
on Easter Sunday, the plants will be delivered
to the sick, shut-in, and Lifetime Members of
the Altar Guild. lf you would like to help the
Altar Guild deliver these plants, please see the
sign-up sheet on the Altar Guild bulletin board
in the hallway.

All Easter Memorial Garden envelopes
MUST be received no later than
Palm Sunday - March 24,2013.

Thank you!

Mawg thawk<s frovw
PLLgrLvw's chwrch CouwcLL.. .

....to Bruce and Carolyn Vittner, Pete Mahoney,
Pastor Harris, and Karin Kohl for creating and
distributing the Pilgrim Lutheran Church 2013
Directory. Thank you all for your hard work in
creating this wonderful resource!

....and to Ruth Lundin, for making sure that all
of our members who are unable to attend
services receive the current bulletins, along with
her delightful personalized greetings to all.
Thank you, Ruthiel

sbaw{
ffiistvy

One of the ministries that brings comfort and
grace to people is the Shawl Ministry of Pilgrim
Church. This is a group of dedicated women
who knit or crochet prayer shawls which are
given to people going through difficult times.
These women meet twice a month over prayer
and fellowship and produce these gifts for
others.

However, some of us cannot knit or crochet and
would like to share in this important ministry.
Here is a way you can do this: yarn to make a
shawl costs about $20. Perhaps you would like
to donate that amount as a way of supporting
this work. lf so, please drop a check in the
offering. Be sure to mark it "Shawl Ministry" on
the memo line. And for those who receive
these shawls and those who create them:
thanks for your support.

Pastor Kohl

BOOK SALE DONATIONS 1VANTED

The Social Ministry Committee
is planning another book sale
for this spring. To this end, we
need your donations of gently
used books, magazines, CDs,
videos, jigsaw puzzles, and
games. Fiction, non-fiction,
hardcovers, paperbacks, and
children's books in clean,
saleable condition are all
needed.

PLEASEI NO textbooks, encyclopedias, or
anything so dirty or musty that you wouldn't buy it
yourself.

Get a jump on spring cleaning season and clear
out your shelves of books that you won,t read
again, CDs you'll never play again, and videos
you'll never watch again, and make room for
something new!

Donations may be left in the coat rack in the
hallway outside the kitchen door. Thank you!
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A reminder that the Easter Memorial Garden
will be set up on Saturday morning, March 30
at 10:00 a.m.

The Memorial Garden flower distribution will be
immediately after the second service on
Easter morning, March 31. The plants will be
delivered to the sick and shut-in members of
our Pilgrim Family, and to Lifetime Members of
the Altar Guild. lf you are able to help deliver
these plants, please see the sign-up sheet on
the Altar Guild bulletin board in the hallway.
Your help is greatly appreciated!

The Altar Guild of Pilgrim Lutheran Ghurch
warmly invites all communicant members,
both women and men, to join us in our
important ministry. The Altar Guild is a branch
of the Worship, Music, and Arts Committee and
is comprised of seventeen dynamic women of
all ages who serve a few hours of their time
nine weekends each year. Working in teams,
we prepare and close the sanctuaries before
and after Sunday services, baptisms, and
funerals. Each Sunday, we deliver the altar
flowers to parishioners who are shut-in, ill, or
celebrating a special occasion. Additionally, the
Guild gathers in fellowship for meetings, to
decorate and dismantle decorations during the
Easter and Christmas seasons, and to maintain
altar furnishings as needed. Membership in the
guild doesn't require special talent, simply
dedication. Won't you please consider joining
with a friend or family member? lf you would
like to learn more about the Altar Guild or would
like to shadow a member, please contact Lisa
Harrington, Directress (737-9977) or Debbie
Perri, Assistant Directress (732-6711). We look
fonvard to hearing from you!

Multiple sclerosis

hbr**ftr{ pa$la lun0n Fundraiser

ffi* Sunday, Maton t0
ffiruck i$*{d
{?ral}e*r

Please come to the MS Pasta Luncheon
Fundraiser here at Pilgrim on Sunday,

March '10 after the g:30 service.

Bonnie Donahue is hosting this event to raise
money for the Rhode lsland Chapter of the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. The cost of
your meal is a donation.

Bonnie is also participating in the MS Walk
being held on Saturday, April 7 in Narragansett.
You can find more information or donate online
by:

. going to wr.,vw.mswalkri.com

. click on DONATE in the left column

. then donate to Bonnie's team, Walking for
Friends, by clicking SEARCH FOR THETR
NAME under Walk MS 2013. April 7, 2013

Please contact Bonnie directly at 644-2268 or
at Bonnnie442@cox.net for more information or
with any questions you may have.

Pilgrim Lutheran's Church Directorv

The new directory is finally here. Hooray! A
lot of hard work, but it was well worth it. After
various members of the congregation
perused the directory, it was found that there
were some mistakes in individual information
as well as several missing pictures. Our
apologies for these oversights.

We will be making corrections for a coming
addendum that will be able to be put with the
original directory. Many thanks to all who
helped to bring the directory to fruition,
including money donations, especially: Allan
and Rose Reed, Bruce and Carolyn Vittner,
Betsy Canino, and Pete Mahoney.

Karin Kohl

Congratuiations, 7raduau... 
"€tr)Steyhanie Perri graf,ttatef, sumnn 
ft 

f
cum huf,efrom trramingham State

lJniversity wft6 6er Master's Degree in

Ef,ucation on trebruary 3, 201.3.

C ongr aruhtions anf, ts ft s s{ng s, St ey 6 anie

from your P(fgiun Cfiurch tramifyl
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i Report from the Congregation
i Council Meeting of February 2OL2

i Election of officers
i President: Christopher Spencer
i Vice President: Kathy Gremel
i Secretary: Joan Theroux
i Financial Secretary: Beth Fish
j Treasurer: Bill Brinson
j Assistant Treasurer: Laurie Linden
i Assistant Financial Secretary. Cindy Cote

i me nccountability Team for Mission reminded
j the council of the work it needs to do beginning
i with a study of its role according to the
i constitution of the congregation. Quarterly
i letters to the congregation will be sent to all

i members of Pilgrim Church.

i

i The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sunday,
i January 27, 2013 were approved by the
i council.

i

i Financial Reports were received:
i lncome for Operating budget (1131113)

i ste,o6o.o4
i total lncome, including specialfunds
i st 9,730.04
i Expenses for January

i sz1,o3s.e2
i

i ffre council received with regret the
i resignations of Lou Cardillo and Lisa Lepore.

i The council discussed the concern about two
! major snow days in February and its impact on
i our budget. All members are encouraged to
I help with these Sundays' smaller offerings. As
j always, Simply Giving is a great way to
i continue support for our ministries when
i attendance is not possible. An application for
i this program is included on page 9 of this
i Pilgrims' Progress, which can be removed (the
i reverse side is blank), filled out, and returned in
i the offering plate or to the Financial Secretary's
i mailbox in the church office.

i n letter of thanks and encouragement in
i ministry was sent by Bishop Hazelwood. This
i letter was read to the council. lt is posted on

i tne nuttetin board near the church offices.

pasteu Jligil
For the past several years, Pilgrim has
celebrated the great Easter Vigil, the last of the
three days (Triduum) and the first service of
Easter. lt is an awe-inspiriting service
beginning outside in the labyrinth where the
baptismalfire is lit; following this is a procession
into the chapel where the beautiful Exaultet,
rejoicing in all of God's creation, is sung.

Next we read Old Testament Bible passages
depicting parts of our salvation story. The
movement is then to the narthex where there
may be a baptism, but in any case, we
remember our own baptisms.

Finally, the doors of the sanctuary are opened,
there is an organ fanfare and we worship the
glory of our resurrected Lord. Following the
service refreshments of celebration are served
in the Christian Life Center. People are
needed to take part in the various aspects of
the service. Particularly needed is a
responsible acolyte, readers, communion
assistants, and people to bring food and
organize the time of refreshment; a sign-up
sheet will follow. Thanks.

Toiletrg Ministrg
Pilgrim's Toiletry Ministry is going strong,
averaging about 25 people every third
Thursday morning of the month at 10:00. We
have tried to combine some regularly given
items with some different items from time to
time.

Last month we provided dish washing detergent
and dish towels, and this month we will be
donating cleaning products and paper towels.
We continue to be in need of the hotel/travel
size shampoo, conditioner, lotion, soaps, and
toothpaste. We are always in need of
toothbrushes, large sized bottles of shampoo
and conditioner, feminine hygiene products and
toilet paper.

Many, many thanks for your faithfulness in
donating to those in need, either through items
given, or through your generous cash
donations.

Karin Kohl, for the Social Ministry Committee,i



Sunday Readings - March 2013
March 3 -Lent 3
lsaiah 55:1-9
The prophet proclaims that God is near. God is near to bring undeserved blessings.
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul uses the history of lsrael as a teaching tool for the church in Corinth and for us today.
Luke 13:1-9
Jesus tells a story about patience and a fig tree. This story follows on his comments about making
sense out of injustice and the need for repentance.

March 10 -Lent 4
Joshua 5:9-12
Here we read about the day the manna God provided in the exodus from Egypt ended and people
began to eat the crops of the land. We see how God continues to provide for us, even if it is in a new
and unexpected way.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Reconciliation with God is what God wants for us" ln fact God has begun this by sending Jesus whose
faithfulness to God's plans shows us what reconciliation looks like.
Luke 15:t*3,11b*32
The Parable of the Prodigal Son shows us the heart of God: always ready to welcome back, always
open to the needs of people. We also see that grace is an "unfair" thing because it meets the needs of
all. ln this we see that the older brother feels cheated, but as the father reminds hirn, everything was
his all the time.

March 17 - Lent 5
lsaiah 43:'16-21
lsaiah's poem uses images from the exodus from Egypt to look forward to the time God's people will
return from the Babylonian activity. lsaiah reminds them (and us) that the God who did these things in
the past is still able to bring liberation in the present time.
Philippians 3:4b*14
With language that would shock people if it were translated literally, Paul speaks about his own
goodness compared to the gift Jesus brought. Paul knows that our whole life with God is determined
by God's previous actions in Jesus.
John t2:1-8
Jesus is anointed for his burial at a meal in the house of Lazarus whom Jesus raised form the dead. As
so often happens, things that point toward Jesus'death are criticized by someone. ln this case, it is
Judas who would have liked to see the money for the ointment available for his own use.

March 24 - $unday of the Passion/Palm $unday
lsaiah S0:4-9a The servant of God speaks about serving as a teacher even in his suffering.
Christians understand this servant to be Jesus.
Philippians 2:5*11 This passage calls us to have the mind of Jesus, a humility that gives glory to
God who is bringing all things back into a right relationship for redemption and salvation.
Luke 23:{-49 All the gospel writers tell us the story of Jesus death. This year we read Luke's version.
The story of Jesus' death is important because it is in his death that we see the depth of God's love for
us.

March 31 - The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day
lsaiah 65:17-25
The prophet's vision of the new heaven and earth in which there is nothing but peace and contentment
is proclaimed in this text. God is always at work bringing about new things in us, in our faith, in our
community in Christ.
1 Corinthians 1S:19*26
Hope for Christians is not based in what we experience, our earthly lives. Hope for us is based on the
promises which God fulfills in the resurrection of Jesus. As he is, so will we be in the day of
resurrection.
Luke 24:1-12
The events of Easter are beyond human expectations. That is why an angel must tell the women what
has happened to Jesus. ln the same way, the good news must be proclaimed to us who know too well
our own limitations and sin.



SERVING in MARCH 2013

GREETER.S

March 3 Jim and Jo-Anne Doyle
March 10 Ron & Beth Fish
March 17 Lisa Harrington
March 24 Pam Himebaugh
March 3l Easter Sunday

8:30 Needed...please sign up!
10:l-5 Andrew Hughes
An additional Greeter is needed...please sign up!

READERS

March 3 Joan Eisemann
March lO Beth Fish
March 17 Bob Coletta
March 24 Kathy Gremel
March 31 Easter Sunday

8:30 Lois Williams
10:15 Kathy Gremel

ALTAR GUILD

March 3 Jennifer Cardillo
Pat Frazier

March 10 Cindy Cote
Maureen Johnson

March 17 Joanne Lozy
Susan Simundson

March 24 Nancy Derby
Ginny Smith

March 31 Easter Sunday
Lisa Harrington
Debbie Perri

ASSISTING MINISTERS

March 3 Karin Kohl
March 10 Carl Ostermann
March 17 Carl Lozy
March 24 Mark Cheney
March 3l Easter Sunday

B:30 Needed...please sign up!
10:15 Karin Kohl

COMMT]NION ASSISTANTS

Communion Assrstants are needed for the month of
March, including both services on Easter Sunday.

Sign up on the appropriate sheet posted on the
office bulletin board if you are able to help.

Many thanks!

ACOTYTES

March 3 Jacob Resendes
March 10 Audrey Cryan
March 17 Sarah Lowell
March 24 Molly Phillips
March 31 Easter Sunday

8:30 Kevin Murphy
10:00 Stephen Johnson

CONFIRMATION DINNERS
Tuesday Evenings

March 5 No meal Staff Meeting/no kids
March 12 Susan Mahoney
March 19 No meal Sewice/Fellowship
March 26 No meal No c/ass - Hoty Week

March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 3l

USHERS

Scott Chappelle
Carl Ostermann
Jason & Courtney Petrarca
Scott Chappelle
Allan Reed
Kristen Resendes
Michele Tucci
Scott Chappelle
Deb Vilardi
Bruce & Carollm Vittner
Elaine Belvin
Scott Chappelle
Roy Wagner
Renee Woodward
Easter Sunday
8:30 Needed...please sign up!

10:15 Lou Cardillo
Scott Chappelle
Wendy Brusick & Greg Stiener

COI.JNTERS

March 3 Lisa Lepore and Laurie Linden
March 1O Angel Maisonet and Tammy Mclaughlin
March 17 Steve Phillips and Chris Spencer
March 24 Clinton Smith and Joan Theroux
March 31 Easter Sunday

Cindy Cote and Kathy Gremel

ALTAR FLOWERS

March 3 & 10 Altar Guild
March 17 Available
March 24 Available
March 31 Easter Memorial Garden



Mail completed form to:
Vanco Services, LLC
12600 Whiten'ater Dr. Suite 200
Minnetonka, MN 55343

Fax completed form to:
952-983-8665

Member Enrollment ond Authorizqtion Form

Congregation/Institution Code:

Envel ope/Participant Numirer:
Date:

Verifier Initials:

First Name Middie Initial

Home'l-elephone Number Work'l-elephone Number

Check the appropriate box: il New enrollment/autilorization J Change in authorized amount -.t ChanSe in account

Gifts/pavments should be taken frorn:

il Checking (attach a voided check)

Ll Savings (attach a sar.'ings deposit slip)

Routing Number
Valid routing # rnust start with O, 1,,2, ar 3
Account Number

REQUIRED:
I authorize'I'hrivent Irinancial for l,utherans and Vanco Services, LLC to
automati cally withdranr contributions/tuition payments/donations frorn
account. I have attached a voided check or savingls deposit slip. lhis
authority will remain in effect until I give reasonable notitjcaiion to
terminate the authorization.

Account Holder Signature

*** ATT/CH FIITHF.R A VOIDED CHECK OR A STWINGS DEPOSIT St.lp ***

Frequency of Funds Transfer (Please check onlv one):
U Weekly on Monday
tr Weekly on Friday
LJ Semi-monthly (trausferred on lst and 15th of each month)
tr Monthly on the 1st
u Monthly on the 15th

START DATE:

Church Envelope Numbel

Church Fund f)esignations:
General/Operating
Building
Evangelism /Outreach

$

$

$

$

$

$

Total annual tuition for all family members
Divided by number of monthly payments (see below)
Amount of each monthly payment

Please contact your school for information r:n:
4 Payment duration options (e.g., 10 rnonths or 12 months)
* f)ate the first an<l last payments are due
€ l)ate during each month that the transaction will occur
+ Student's schooi tuition number

Date of first payrnent:

Date of iast payment:

Studen.t's Tilition Nurnber:

Institution Name

Date of Monthiy Gift Transfer (Please check only one):

tr Monthly on the lst
tr Monthly on the 15th

Amount of each monthly gift (minimum $5) $

* Note: I1 you want your gitt to be given continuously until
you notify us to change the amount or stop the gift, please
vrrite "CONT." as the date of the last paynent.

Date of first payment:

Date of last paynqnl*;
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